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 On Wednesday, 
February 23, the UNC 
and Duke CSEEES 
hosted a forum, “Linking 
Culture and Security:  the 
Future of Slavic, Eura-
sian, and East European 
Studies.”  The forum was 
the first of two planned 
meetings of faculty and 
students to prepare for the 
Centers’ upcoming pro-
posal for the US Depart-
ment of Education Title 
VI National Resource 
Center competition.  
 T h e  g u e s t 
speaker for the evening 
was Michael Kennedy, a 
graduate of UNC, profes-
sor of sociology, and for-
mer director of the Center 
for Russian and East 
European Studies at the 
University of Michigan.  
Kennedy focused on se-
curity as a unifying 
theme for Slavic studies 
programs in the future.  
Although past programs 
have focused on this as it 
related to the Cold War, 
current use could focus 
on the need to address 
terrorism and globaliza-
tion.   
 In addition, area 
studies programs should 
find new ways to interact 
with universities, the 
government, and the pub-
lic.  Generally, Kennedy 
said that area studies pro-
grams need to move away 
from studying the areas 
“on their own terms” to 
look at how American 
influence affects these 
regions. 
The evening con-
cluded with break-out 
sessions on administra-
tive issues and collabora-
tive projects.  Among the 
administrative issues ad-
dressed, preparations for 
the upcoming NRC grant 
played a central role.  
Edna Andrews, Duke 
CSEEES Director, and 
Robert Jenkins, UNC 
CSEEES Director, of-
fered background on the 
grant proposal process 
and encouraged those in 
attendance to become 
involved with program-
matic suggestions.  A 
 
Duke, UNC CSEEES Looking to the Future of Slavic Studies 
Programs with Workshop Series 
See Dan-Page 3 
Meet Our New Department Manager: Dan Pellathy 
See Workshop-Page 3 
 Hello, my name is Dan Pel-
lathy, and I’m the new office man-
ager for the Center for Slavic, Eura-
sian, and East European Studies. I’m 
so glad to be here and have the op-
portunity to meet all of you. 
 A little background:  Born 
number six of seven in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania (home to Arnold 
Palmer and the Rolling Rock brewer-
ies), I studied anthropology and phi-
losophy in the cold and gray of Cor-
nell University.  After graduation, I 
escaped  my respons ib i l i t i es 
(temporarily) and flew to Europe, 
where I spent almost a year traveling 
on my own.   
 I moved to Washington DC 
upon my return, and started as the 
program officer for the American 
Committee for Peace in Chechnya 
(ACPC) shortly thereafter.  ACPC is 
a fantastic organization (co-chaired 
by Zbigniew Brzezinski, Al Haig, 
and Stephen Solarz) that advocates 
for a negotiated settlement to the 
Chechen war through outreach, pol-
icy development, and most impor-
tantly through so-called Track II di-
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Announcements 
Paul Debreczeny, UNC 
Department of Slavic Lan-
guages and Literature, has 
recently published his arti-
cle “Pushkinian Elements 
in Isaak Levitan’s Paint-
ing ‘By the Mill Pond’” in 
Pushkin Review, vol. 6-7 
(2003-2004).  
 
John Pickles and Christian 
Sellar, UNC Department of 
Geography, have been 
awarded a National Science 
Foundation Doctoral Disser-
tation Research Improve-
ment Award to support Mr. 
Sellar’s field research in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 
The project title is “An 
Analysis of the Relation-
ship Between the Proc-
esses of Outsourcing of 
Italian Textile and Cloth-
ing Firms and the Emer-
gence of Industrial Dis-
tricts in Central and East-
ern Europe.” 
 In February, the 
UNC-CH Slavic Lan-
guages and Literatures 
Department hosted three 
Russian writers as part of 
a cultural exchange pro-
gram, managed by the 
Open World Leadership 
Center at the Library of 
Congress, which pro-
motes Russian and 
Amer ican  re la t ions 
through the arts.   
On February 14th, 
Christopher Putney, asso-
ciate professor at UNC-
CH, moderated a discus-
sion with these writers on 
contemporary Russian 
Literature. The writers 
featured included Ilya 
Kochergin, author of the 
award winning “Assistant 
to the Chinese Man;”  
Dmitri Bykov, who has 
written poetry, essays, 
and a biography of Boris 
Pasternak; and Olga Slav-
nikova, whose  novel, 
“Dragonfly the Size of a 
Dog,” was a Booker Prize 
finalist in 1997. 
 After each writer 
introduced themselves 
and their work to the 
crowd, they opened the 
floor to questions from 
the audience.  A spirited 
discussion ensued on top-
ics such as the state of 
post-communist litera-
ture.  Not only does the 
state not sponsor writers 
as it used to, but writers 
are at a loss as to what to 
write about, Kochergin 
explained.  The main di-
vide between pro- or anti-
communists is past, and 
the problems today are as 
deep, but more subtle.  
Both Bykov and Kocher-
gin stressed that the 
writer still is essential in 
addressing social prob-
lems, but must do so art-
fully in order to earn the 
public’s attention. 
Events 
 Milada Anna 
Vachudova, assistant 
professor of political sci-
ence at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, returned in January 
from a semester in 
Europe supported by a 
Fulbright-Hays Faculty 
Research Abroad grant.  
She spent the semester 
conducting research for 
her new project on de-
mocratization and Euro-
pean integration in the 
Western Balkans.   
 She is exploring 
how nationalism and eth-
nic identity have shaped 
domestic politics over 
the last decade in tandem 
with the activities of 
various international or-
ganizations and other 
external actors in the re-
gion.  How has the pa-
rade of external actors on 
the ground in the after-
math of ethnic cleansing 
increased or reduced the 
Vachudova Uses Fulbright to Study European 
Integration and Western Balkans  
Russian Authors Discuss State of  Profession 
salience of ethnic nation-
alism in domestic poli-
tics?   
 Professor Vachu-
dova is also interested in 
what changes the EU has 
made in its strategies to 
support democracy, eth-
nic minority rights and 
economic revival in 
C r o a t i a ,  B o s n i a -
Herzegovina, Macedonia, 
and Serbia-Montenegro. 
 From her re-
search so far, which has 
included conducting in-
terviews as well as at-
tending conferences, 
workshops and seminars 
across Europe, Professor 
Vachudova is aware of 
the challenges presented 
to (and by) politicians in 
the region, particularly in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
S e r b i a - M o n t e n e g r o .  
While external support 
and the prospect of EU 
membership are useful 
and necessary, political 
and economic reforms 
that improve the quality 
of the polity and the 
economy can only be 
achieved by domestic 
groups, including politi-




dova’s first book Europe 
Undivided: Democracy, 
Leverage and Integration 
After Communism, will 
be published in the 
United States in April 
2005 by Oxford Univer-
sity Press. Europe Undi-
vided reveals how varia-
tions in domestic compe-
tition put democratizing 
states in East Central 
Europe on different po-
litical trajectories after 
1989, and how the lever-
age of an enlarging EU 
shaped domestic politics 
after 1995. 
There will be two upcoming 
talks given at the UCIS 
Conference Room, 223 E. 
Franklin Street: 
 
The first is titled “Between 
Exit and Engagement: 
Balkan Lessons for Bagh-
dad,” and will be held on 
Thursday, March 31, from 2 
to 4 PM.  
 
T h e  s e c o n d , 
“Environmental Policy 
and Planning in the Czech 
Republic: Learning from 
the 2002 Floods,” will take 
place Friday, April 8, from 
1 to 3 PM. 
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 UNC is hosting 
two graduate students 
from the Institute of In-
formation Studies and 
L i b r a r i a n -
s h i p  a t 
Charles Uni-
versity in 
P r a g u e .  
H a n k a 
Landova, a 
PhD student, 
is a Fulbright 
v i s i t i n g 
scholar focusing on li-
brary science.  During her 
time in the U.S., she will 
collect information for 
her dissertation about 
American academic li-
braries and their role in 
the education process.   
Hanka is originally from 
České Budějovice but has 
lived in Prague for the 
past eight years.   
 She is impressed 
with the American uni-
versity system.  She is 
auditing three classes and 
has found the classes to 
be much more interactive 




vails in the 
Czech Re-






more active student par-
ticipation.   
 She is also im-
pressed with the level of 
services provided by the 
libraries, particularly 
online, and the sizes of 
their collections.  Hanka 
is motivated by the 
thought that Czech librar-
ies can achieve this status 
with more time and 
money.      
 Unlike Hanka, 
Martina Tatranska is only 
visiting UNC for one se-
mester.  She is also a 
graduate student at 
Charles University, but is 
working on her Master’s 
degree (Magister in the 
Czech system).  She was 
born in Košice, Slovakia 
but moved to Prague 
when she was eleven.   
 Martina is taking 
three courses in informa-
tion science while she is 
here.  Of particular inter-
est to her is the course on 
internet applications.  She 
has chosen to study infor-
mation science instead of 
library science because 
she feels that there are 
more career opportunities 
in the field and she en-
joys learning about new 
technologies.  Martina 
has also found the class-
room setting to be very 
different here than at 










versities provide a 
broader, more general 
education, she has found 
that American universi-
ties provide a more spe-
cialized, in-depth one.  
 She has also been 
working in the Slavic and 
East European Language 
Resource Center for 
Laura Janda.      
 Hanka and Mar-
tina have enjoyed their 
time here and plan to 
travel before returning 
home. 
Dan (from page 1) 
Graduate Students from Prague Study Information and  










Martina Tatranska  
general discussion of uni-
versity priorities and the 
place of area studies also 
occurred.  Professor An-
drews briefed those as-
sembled on a proposed 
new Ph.D. program in 
Slavic Studies at Duke. 
In the collabora-
tive projects section, Car-
mine Scavo, the director 
of the MPA and Security 
Studies programs at East 
Carolina University, ex-
plained how security 
studies can be combined 
with area studies.   
Workshop (from page 1) 
plomacy between Chechen 
and Russian officials and 
intellectuals. 
 After a year as 
ACPC’s program officer I 
moved to the Jamestown 
Foundation, where I be-
came executive 
editor.  James-







China, and the Greater 
Middle East.  Its focus is 
on areas of conflict and 
instability where Western 
news reporting is very lim-
ited.   
 I moved to Chapel 
Hill in October of last year 
and was lucky enough to 
hear about this opening.  




got the job.  I 
look forward 
to working 
with all of 
you  and 
please do not hesitate to 
contact me for any reason. 
 
 Dmitry Strovsky, 
a visiting scholar in the 
School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at 
UNC, proposed adding 
journalism courses to the 
curriculum that would 
focus on the differences 
between journalism in 
Western and Eastern 
Europe.  Also, Julie Kin-
naird from World View 
spoke about her program 
and how she works with 
area studies programs to 
create curriculums for K-
12 teachers.   
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 Over 200 students, mainly 
from grades 6-8, and their parents 
converged on the Carrboro 
ArtsCenter on January 25 to learn 
about Russia.  Students from the 
Russian and East European Studies 
MA program and UCIS were on 
hand to teach the children about 
Russian culture, history and geogra-
phy.   
 Among the many activities, 
the children learned about famous 
Russians and how to write the Rus-
sian alphabet.  They were able to 
learn Russia’s geography by draw-
ing its main features on a gigantic 
map of the country.  They could 
watch Russian cartoons on the tele-
vision and listen to current Russian 
music.  The food table supplied 
samples of homemade borscht and 
Russian candy.  The students could 
also leaf through books from chil-
dren’s stories to Anna Karenina.  
Also, they could color eggs in the 
Faberge style while examining cul-
tural artifacts.  
On Saturday, January 29, 
Ginny Muller, Polina Kozak and 
Dan Pellathy gave a presentation at 
Exploris Museum in Raleigh.  Enti-
tled “A Taste of Russia”, the pres-
entation gave the audience an intro-
duction to the country’s geography, 
culture, and the Russian Cyrillic 
alphabet.   
 The adults and children 
present even learned some Russian 
phrases, and at the end of the pres-
entation everyone was treated to 
some delicious Russian snacks.  
The presentation was especially 
meaningful because of the large 
number of children in the audience 
who had been adopted from Russia. 
Area Youth Learn about Russian Culture, History 
